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UPDATE! 

Do you have questions about SIJS for youth over 18? LawHelp MN just published a 
factsheet on the new MN laws affecting SIJS.  

HELPFUL LINKS   

1. Meet with Kim Boche: Pro Bono UAC/SIJS Case Support (30 Minutes) or (15 
Minutes)  

2. Pro bono portal (pw: probono). The portal houses tools and resources 
available to you, including:  
a. Immigration Deskbook – written training with a section on SIJS   
b. Pro Bono Portal Page on Unaccompanied Minors has links to trainings like 

an “Intro to SIJS”   

TOOLS FOR WORKING WITH CLIENTS   

1. Tool explaining the SIJS process to clients (available in English and Spanish)  
2. Access “A Toolkit for Navigating Difficult Conversations with Child Clients: 

Guidance & Examples.” 
3. Client is having non-legal issues (e.g., in need of therapy, housing assistance, 

food assistance)—please email Kim and our Social Work Intern at 
socialwork@advrights.org. 
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https://www.lawhelpmn.org/self-help-library/fact-sheet/special-immigrant-juvenile-status-sijs-risk-juveniles
https://www.lawhelpmn.org/self-help-library/fact-sheet/special-immigrant-juvenile-status-sijs-risk-juveniles
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/345d44f08e444d3bbad121ec8202c338@advrights.org/meetingtype/ZVoR-oNzhkq7ReVHudKH6Q2?anonymous&ep=mCardFromTile
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/345d44f08e444d3bbad121ec8202c338@advrights.org/meetingtype/dnqP53FVZEm2k1iLnldA7g2?anonymous&ep=mCardFromTile
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/345d44f08e444d3bbad121ec8202c338@advrights.org/meetingtype/dnqP53FVZEm2k1iLnldA7g2?anonymous&ep=mCardFromTile
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Volunteer_Portal/Attorneys
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Publications/A/Index?id=525
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Volunteer_Portal/Attorneys/UAC
https://cilacademy.org/pathway/
https://cilacademy.org/2023/08/04/new-cila-resource-for-legal-social-services-advocates-a-toolkit-for-navigating-difficult-conversations/
https://cilacademy.org/2023/08/04/new-cila-resource-for-legal-social-services-advocates-a-toolkit-for-navigating-difficult-conversations/
mailto:socialwork@advrights.org
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A CLEAR PATH FORWARD  

Here is a guide to the essential steps you will be taking with your UAC* case.  
*Eligibility for TVPRA asylum and SIJS will vary by client.   

Removal Matter (Court/EOIR)  TVPRA Asylum (USCIS)  SIJS (USCIS)  

Master Hearings   

File Pleadings  

File I-589  Work with Predicate 
order attorney to obtain 
state court order with 
SIJS findings   

File I-360  

After you file your asylum and/or 
SIJS application(s) with USCIS, file 
Motion for Administrative Closure   

AVOID Moving to Individual 
Hearing before you get 
responses from USCIS  

Deal with Requests for 
Additional Evidence 
(RFEs) or Notices of 
Intent to Deny (NOIDs)  

Asylum Interview   

Deal with Requests for 
Additional Evidence 
(RFEs) or Notices of 
Intent to Deny (NOIDs)  

  Decision Issued – 
Approval, Referral to 
immigration court, 
Denial  

Decision Issued – by 
statute decision in ~180 
days 

Approval or Denial  

If you receive approvals for TVPRA Asylum or SIJS  

Email PD request to OPLA to get position on your Motion. Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Contact is: ICE-OPLA-SPM-PD@ice.dhs.gov  

File Motion to Recalendar and Terminate – Child will be able to adjust to Permanent 
Residence later outside of court - OR -  

If you are left without any approvals or relief – Move forward to Individual 
Hearing** and present any remaining relief de novo to the immigration judge (IJ)  

**If you are proceeding to an Individual Hearing, please set up a meeting with your 
AHR mentor. 

mailto:ICE-OPLA-SPM-PD@ice.dhs.gov
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/h2lile7d5zs8nen/AAC7MuQj-JqxW6tr7FK6goq4a?dl=0
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SIJS FAQ  

1. What’s going on with the SIJS Visa Bulletin?  

The End SIJS Backlog Coalition published this Practice Alert which discusses the 
April 2023 Visa Bulletin, important changes that retrogression has on SIJS recipients. 
As a brief update. all counties will be backlogged and the northern triangle category 
has been merged into the “All Areas” group on April 1. There is active advocacy to 
exempt SIJS applicants from the numerical limitations of the visa bulletin. To find out 
more and to join the Coalition, please visit sijsbacklog.com or email 
rdavidson@nipnlg.org.  

2. What is the new SIJS Bill in MN?  

Governor Walz signed a SIJS bill that allows youth in Minnesota to secure state court 
orders necessary for an SIJS case through the age of 21. Obtaining a state predicate 
order previously was only available through age 18.  

3. What are the New SIJS Regulations or rules?  

Here is the final rule on SIJS which went into effect April 7, 2022. Many updates 
clarified vague eligibility requirements for SIJS applicants. If you are worried about 
how they may affect your client, set up a meeting with Kim.  

WORK PERMIT FAQ  

1. Our EAD Training Video is for C8 (asylum) work permits.    

2. SIJS (C14) EADs  

a. Here is the new USCIS policy on deferred action/EADs for SIJS youth in the 
backlog. It goes into effect on May 6, 2022. This policy would allow SIJS 
approved children to apply for work permits and allows USCIS to grant 
deferred action to SIJS approved youth when their applications were 
adjudicated. More coming as details are released.  

b. Here is our dropbox for C14 work permits.  

3. Work permit renewals are currently taking about 13.5 months to adjudicate in the 
Nebraska Service Center.  

  

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/E34412EC-F814-44C8-BCD2-6948A1D7B9CB/r/E34412EC-F814-44C8-BCD2-6948A1D7B9CB_a8afec4a-f35a-4255-af93-1421e5975654/l/E6B56F31-E8AC-4731-A985-E06F215AD9F1/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/E34412EC-F814-44C8-BCD2-6948A1D7B9CB/r/E34412EC-F814-44C8-BCD2-6948A1D7B9CB_a8afec4a-f35a-4255-af93-1421e5975654/l/E3BC1A6A-5DA2-4344-B238-A4CFCCAE0631/c
mailto:sijsbacklog.com
mailto:rdavidson@nipnlg.org
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2/r/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2_c8bde04d-702a-445f-9a04-176be3db7ec4/l/CC0D9F0A-FF46-41D2-9EB2-496092DA08F8/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2/r/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2_c8bde04d-702a-445f-9a04-176be3db7ec4/l/CC0D9F0A-FF46-41D2-9EB2-496092DA08F8/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2/r/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2_c8bde04d-702a-445f-9a04-176be3db7ec4/l/958D07DC-54FC-482B-8D1A-600A5327FC4D/c
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/Volunteer_Portal/Attorneys/EAD
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2/r/1621E515-91FD-4E5B-B43C-98ED854BF9B2_c8bde04d-702a-445f-9a04-176be3db7ec4/l/E30D2E3D-6A68-4D04-9F31-C92EB4750351/c
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.dropbox.com%2fsh%2fh1yfb6fmuq8e37r%2fAADeCBphESi2qEcgpDyp9kvwa%3fdl%3d0&c=E,1,SrQTLm_SjCBn4jwhijbj3KlJrQE29H2JDWZ90BjcNdCQr4aOh46tXF9V1y0LTmuGEQJ8CQ5scLyqdZBlgrfqijil1XXTWUAwhpUrj6BBifNTvGg,&typo=1
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